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EDITORS BYTES
AND PIECES

What can we do? There are
more and more excellent branch
Newsletters with so much tre-
mendous copy that we don’t
know what to do about repeat-
ing it in KM? We have enjoyed
the New Zealand Newsletters,
so much that I was really look-
ing forward to the new
Branches sending in their stuff.
But at what point do we stop
reprinting the, admittedly very
good, copy which is even now
swelling KM to 60 pages. We
could almost do a whole KM of
just excerpts from all the excel-
lent branch newsletters now.
Will  the rest of the member-
ship want to be left out of what
is happening in New Zealand,
North  America, the West
Country and indeed in Sweden

and Denmark? Should we print

only a percentage of pages or a
maximum number, to do with
branch news and the rest is all
new news from letters directly
to KM?

It has been suggested that we
should keep all long or heavy
articles and letters back, to be
- issued in a separate publication,

KM+PLUS say, at intervals
determined by the volume of

~material. This would stop arti-

cles from being broken up in
several issues and causing the
readers to lose the thread of the
argument or interest in the sub-

“ject before the final statements

are made. I have been working,
slowly, on a summary publica-
tion on the first ten years of
KM. It started as a recap of ar-
ticles and associated letters but
is growing as I look at it, into a
sectoring exercise of putting
subjects together. But it may be
a while before it is ready as it is
only an interest, not something
with a deadline.

We are thrilled, truly, that you
all send in so much material,
especially the branch newslet-
ters, but we now need to review
what we put in, what we leave
out and what we put into some
other format or publication. We
have excluded only confusing
or unreadable material and used
anything of interest even in a
lateral way to knot tyers.

Please write, not necessarily
for publication, to the Editors,
to help us decide where we are
going with KM.
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| Notes From The Secretary’s Blotter

Let me start by thanking all those of you who sent Christmas and New
Year greetings to us. They were greatly appreciated, and we have been
reluctant to take them down, now that the season is over.

Now that Lonnie and Margaret have rekindled your enthusiasm to
write articles and letters for Knotting Matters there is less space avail-
able for me to fill, hence I shall attempt to be brief, not something that 1
am very good at.

Firstly I must put out a general reminder, that, as from 1 January the
annual subscription rates have been increased to the following levels,
Junior members - £5, Adult members - £16, and Family members £20.
The Group membership fee remains unchanged at £10. We hope that we
shall be able to peg fees at this level for some time to come, the last in-
crease was seven years ago. Finally, for those overseas members who
pay by cheque, don’t forget to allow for the currency conversion
charges, for example £16 equates to about $27, but we would need a
cheque for $30 to cover these charges.

Past editions of Knotting Matters have been made available since
KM2 was published, however, it has now become impractical to per-
petuate this service. Where individuals have requested a full set, this
involves nearly two reams of paper and almost ten man hours of photo-
copying, assembling, stapling, packaging, and posting. Unless circum-
stances change, in future it is proposed that only those KMs which we
have in stock will be available for purchase. This decision has been
taken reluctantly, however, consideration is being given to the publica-
tion of a ‘Best of KM’ at some time in the future, to provide new mem-
bers with access to some of the previously printed ‘gems’

In the last Blotter I said that Geoffrey Budworth’s ‘The Knot Book’
was being revised and reprinted. This has now been done, and I now
have some copies in stock. As expected the price has increased to £3.99,
which I still believe to be good value.
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Whilst on the subject of books, One of our Italian members, Giovanni
Marco Sassu has published a book called Il Mondo Dei Nodi. Naturally,
this has been written in Italian, which makes my understanding of it a
little difficult, however it is clearly illustrated, such that even I should
be able to tie most of the knots. The book starts with a glossary of
terms, and has chapters on the construction and handling of cords and
rope. The book continues by classifying the various types of knots, and
then giving examples and instructions for a number of knots in each
classification. There are 87 pages containing about 150 illustrations
some of which are described as ‘new knots’, - a statement which is al-
ways guaranteed to stimulate discussion amongst the membership.
(Price - Lire 15,000)

My apologies to Giovanni for not having mentioned his book earlier
in the year, but it has only just come to the surface since my move. I do
believe that I have now found everything I had lost, including many
things which I did not even know were lost.

Those of you who have given displays or put on exhibitions in the
open air may be interested to know that the Guild owns a Market Stall
and an all weather display stand. The market stall is held in the Oxford
area, whilst the display stand is in the Leeds area. It will be necessary
for the user to arrange collection and return (ring me for further infor-
mation).

Are your details correct? 1 am about to embark upon the 1998/9 edi-
~ tion of the Membership Handbook, and would like to avoid publishing
too many errors. Please let me know either if the address on the enve-
lope this KM arrived in is wrong, or if you have spotted an error in the
last edition of the handbook

Ken Yalden has been invited to put on a display for the Ganges Boys
Association, at their April meeting. If there are any Ganges Boys who
would like to join him, please give him a ring for further details

Finally, I am starting to build up a directory of potential venues for
meetings. If you know of any do let me have a few details, including
contact address, and possible cost.

Best wishes - Nigel - (looking forward to seeing you at Portsmouth)
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‘lFROM OUR POST BAG |

From: Frank Brown, Australia.

Some of the ideas expressed
in my article in KM30, 1990 on
the production of a comprehen-
sive catalogue of knots, were a
little naive, but I still think the
concept was sound. Since then I
have learned a bit about the
availability of some very im-
pressive technology. The easy
access to digital cameras, scan-
ners, cheap drafting programs
make the proposed task less
daunting than a few short years
ago. Of course it will need some
bright boy or girl to get the
material together in the elec-
tronic medium. The knot mate-
rial on the Net is interesting, but
a lot more could be done.

Here is the Members Profile
you asked for.

Originally a Pom, but fairly
well integrated onto local scene
after 50 years. Interest in rope
work grew from association
with sailing, caving, search and
rescue, and possibly inherited
from seafaring, boat building
ancestors. Nearly 30 years as a
volunteer instructor with State
Emergency Service, having a
reputation as a rope and knot

man i.e. obsessive bore on the
subject. Occasionally consulted
for forensic work, i.e. known to
the Police.

Joined the Guild in 1988,
having brief but enjoyable cor-
respondence with several mem-
bers. Good to learn 1 was not
the only knot-case around.

Presently helping to rig a
brigantine, the Windeward
Bound (correct spelling), after
about 5 years of Saturday after-
noons helping to build it.

Employed as environmental
scientist by local electricity
supplier. Known to go slightly
berserk when finding a tangled
rope on a dirty floor of the
stores during an audit. Intro-
duced parbuckle as suitable al-
ternative to dropping oil drums
off trucks.

Ambition is to create a com-
prehensive catalogue of knots.
Idea was conceived while sit-
ting in a hut in SW wilderness
waiting for the rain to stop.

DLADADL

From: Dave Walker, Chester.
The North-West Branch held
their November meeting at the
Ellesmere Port Canal Boat Mu-
seum on Sunday 8th of Nov.
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The meeting was attended by
Bob Mitchell, David Bennett,
John Neapy, Ron Long, John
Elliot, M. Grisenthwaite, Alex
Carson, V.R. Farrer and myself
Dave Walker.

Unfortunately the Museum
was very quiet but the lack of
the public enabled us to get on
with some knotting, the change
of venue also enabled us to have
a practical knotting meeting,
spread over 5 hours. We will be
holding more of our meetings
there in the future.

By the way, what did we tie?
Ron Long; Half-Hitched Fend-
ers
Dave Walker; Side Fenders
Alex Carson; Covered Spheres
John Heapy; Rope Ladders
Bob Mitchell; Various Fenders
Dave Bennet; Made obscure
shapes with crown knots.
Maurice Grisenthwaite; Rope
Magic.

What a mix!!

DDA
From:  Ex-President - Percy
Blandford, Warwickshire, Eng-
land.

Dr. Ian Crabbe asks for details
‘of the Dolly knot (KM56). It
seems to have many names. I
have always known it as a

Waggoner’s Hitch and have
used it over a great many years
for lashing boats on trailers.

It is a means of using the rope
itself to make a tackle that gives
a theoretical mechanical advan-
tage of 2 to 1, but friction re-
duces that. Braided synthetic
rope produces less friction than
did 3-strand natural fibre rope.

Secure the rope at one side
and throw it over the load and
gather it up as if starting to
make a sheepshank a short dis-
tance above the attachment
point.

LOAD

J
b /B
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Put a half-hitch over the top
loop, as in a sheepshank. At the
lower loop take the working end
to the hook or ring and back
through the loop. Haul down
and secure it.

That was adequate with natu-
ral fibre rope, but there is a risk
of the top loop twisting out of

the hitch with some synthetics.
If you make the loop extend
well above the half-hitch it
should be safe, but I have also
put a piece of wood across or
put on a second half-hitch to
form a clove hitch.

DAL

Here is some material on a couple of knots
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(Cow Hitcn and Blood Knot) used by the ‘Franciscan

Monks’, an order of St. Francis of Assisi..
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From; Dan Cashin, Rigger In-
structor (Industrial), Pennsyl-
vania, USA.

Enclosed is a little list I've
assembled for possible use as a
Millennium project. A list of as
many books and pamphlets
dealing with knotting and asso-
ciated skills that I could find.
As a project for the Millennium
I'd like to suggest we all take
inventory of our collections and
send this information to the
Guild. What better contribution
to the next age than a source of
all the material dealing with our
hobby? This task can be one
that all members can be a part
of. The project of refurbishing
the knot sculpture is a fine idea
but one that can’t be done by all
members, while a list can be
simple but valuable addition to
the foundation knowledge we
are assembling by being mem-
bers of the Guild.

The list I assembled took a
few hours looking in the back of
the 40 odd books I have in my

collection. Ashley’s, Day’s and

Knotting Matters were the main
sources. I'm sure there are oth-
ers and I'd love to hear about
them. and would be glad to help
others in the Guild if they need

information on or about the
ones | have. I've also enclosed a
disk with this information on it
typed in Word For Windows
format if that is any help. /Ea:

List and/or disk available o SAE and
Jormatted disk received]

A little about myself as you
were interested. I'm a Rigger
Instructor (Industrial) for a
crane rental company (AmQuip)
in the Philadelphia, Pa, USA
area. We teach rigging safety to
various large industrial clients. 1
started out as a Rigger Appren-
tice at the now defunct Phila-
delphia Navy Yard in 1966.
Graduated to Journeyman Rig-
ger in 1970 and moved up to
Rigger Instructor around 1980. 1
retired in 1995 and shifted to
the “Private Sector” ( or is it
Pirate Sector?) where I still
teach the same material to
ground based folks. The need
for good, reliable knots is as
important today as ever. We did
one class at an electronic com-
pany where knots were used to
move a high-tech millstone used
to make computer chips. Talk
about going around in circles! I
first heard about the Guild in
the back of Geoffrey Bud-
worth’s “The Knot Book™ and
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further had my interest in-
creased by the great article
about Des Pawson in “Country
Living” (August 1993) (As a
sign of how small the world
really is, the next article in that
issue is about Irish Traditional
Dancing and Connie Ryan who
I met at the Philadelphia Ceili
Group’s Fest. Two -for - one
issue there for me.)

My real interest in knotting is
with the practical uses of rope
to move heavy objects. The
older the job the more interest-
ing it is to me. I've accumulated
a small library of books dealing
with this subject, the artillery
manuals from the American
Civil War are a real gold mine
for this subject. There are quite
a few good pictures in nautical
history books, you just have to
look in the back of the old
paintings to see real ancient
technology at work. A hands-on
project right now is the building
of s scale gins and associated
equipment used to mount siege
guns in seacoast fortifications.
Also I'm trying to find detailed
plans for a “Prolonge” and a
“Man-harness”.

In my area there is quite a bit
of knotting going on. Right

now, down in Wilmington,
Delaware, Stephen Johnson is
putting the finishing touches on
the Kalmar Nyckel, a 300+ ton
reproduction tall ship. I visited
Stephen’s rigging loft a short
while ago and was EX-
TREMELY IMPRESSED with
the quality of work he and his
helpers/volunteers are putting
together. If anyone is in the area
they MUST visit the ship to see
a real live working tall ship
rigging loft in operation! Ste-
phen’s address is 1124 East
Seventh  Street, Wilmington,
Delaware, 19801, USA. His
phone is 1-302-429-7447. In
October they will be starting the
task of rigging the ship and vol-
unteers are welcome. Also not
far from my home is a seafood
restaurant done up with a lot of
quality rope/fancy work. It was
done by the owner’s father who
is now back at sea. The place is
called “Bobby’s” and it is in
Westtown, Pa. on State Route 3.
(West Chester Pike) a few miles
west of the intersection of Rts 3
and 252 on the map. It's in a
good neighbourhood and is
fairly classy. Also of interest to
folks who make it to Philadel-
phia is a little nautical book

KNOTTING MATTERS 58 - JANUARY 1998 11




store called “The Pilothouse”,
They have quite a few knotting
books on the shelf and only re-
cently heard of the Guild! The
owner lived on a sailboat an-
chored on the Delaware River
for sometime. The store is on
Delaware Ave just south of the

historical area. I'll end here

with thanks and a wish of un-
tangled lines for you and yours!

DAL

from T L Scanlon, Uxbridge UK

As a new member I would not
know if you have seen the
above knot, if you have please
disregard it.

At a glance this looks like a
reef knot, but used to be called a
thief knot by sailors who tied
their kitbags up using the knot,
so they could tell if their bag
had been tampered with. As an
unknowing sneak thief would
close up the bag with a reef

knot.
DADIDA

Some of your views on new
knots.....
from R E Miles, Australia

1 believe the discovery and
publication of new knots should
be an important aspect of IGKT
activity, and that the logical
place for such publication is

Knotting Matters. Here are my

ideas on how this should be

done:

1. Member discovers what s/he
believes it to be a new and
valuable knot.

2. S/he checks out source refer-
ences to try to ascertain
whether it is original (.e.
Ashley, Budworth, my book
of bends, back numbers of
KM etc):

3. If satisfied it’s not in any of
these, an article is submitted
to the Editor.

4. The Editor should first send
copies of the article to one or
more ‘originality referees’,
i.e. members with a good
knowledge of that particular
type of knot, simply to ask
whether that knot has been
published before anywhere.
This shouldn’t take any
longer than a week!

5. If it has been published be-
fore, then article is returned
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to the author, who may of

course wish to revise and re-

submit in some form.

6. If knot is evidently new, then
Editor considers the article
on its merits, just as for any
other type of article.

7. If approved by the Editor, it
is published in KM, with a
postscript ‘Originality of ...
checked by...".

8. If rejected by the Editor, then
the member should have the
right to establish precedence
for his/her knot, by means of
a paid advertisement in KM
(at £10 a page!).

I speak with a little feeling,
having detected three re-
discoveries of bends in recent
KM issues. The first two of

these are covered by the refer-

ences KM30/25, KM47/8,
KM54/33, KM55/7. The third
occurs only four pages before
the ‘New Knot?’ discussion in
KMS57! viz the ‘Nilsen Bend” on
p53 is none other than the Zep-
pelin Bend (see Budworth’s or
my books). ;

Ed: We think we have enough
to do without sending articles
Jor verification, we do this
through the pages of KM, and
surely it is better to have 10

£

new’ knots disclaimed as
something else rather than
overlook a genuine new knot, in
any case these letters generate
and stimulate members interest,
several who would not normally
write to KM. (thanks for euca-
lyptus leaf)

oo
Jfrom Owen Nutall, Hudders-
field, UK
In the article on new knots by
Karl Wilhelm KM57.  The
Bend (Nilsen Bend) Fig C is
none other than the Zeppelin
Bend or Rosendhal Bend used
for mooring Airships by Charles
Rosendhal,  Airship Com-
mander.
I would also like to compliment
you on your approach to knot-
ting in your articles. There is
now an interactive response to
what KM contains which is
good for the Guild. If you can
stir John Smith to put pen to
paper (his articles were popular
and are sadly missed) things can
only get better. Get people in-
volved and knotting matters
benefits. (Ed: As our remark to
last letter, it is important to
generate interest.)

ror
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from lIan Bates, Manchester,
UK

I suppose you have had a del-
uge of mail regarding the
‘Nilsen Bend’. I am sure by
now you have been told it’s a
Rosenthal Zeppelin Knot (re
KM 57,53).
Ed: yes please send in your ar-
ticle re organic chemistry and
knotting.

o

from Ettrick Thomson, Suffolk,
UK

The ‘Nilsen Bend’ is unfortu-
nately not new. It is the
‘Zeppelin Knot’, and has been
re-discovered by at least three
of us: Desmond Melville, my-
self and now Karl Nilsen.
Geoffrey Budworth, in his knot
book gives its history. It is
listed in the contents among the
New Knots as the ‘Poor Mans
Pride’, the name that Desmond
invented for it.

DDA

from Reg White, Ceredigion,
Wales

I thought members might be
interested in some of my work,

‘Texel Anchor’, 1 use mine to

not all as I have most on display

at places up and down the coast.
Hope you like my version of the

collect for the RNLI.
Ed: Well done Reg a very good

cause.

DAL

14 KNOTTING MATTERS 58 - JANUARY 1998



Jrom Torbj. Sundblom, Marie-
hamn, Finland

/’D

=™

A,

Can members tell me which of
the above two Sheet Bends is
correct please and why?

DAL

Jrom Frank Cook, Oregon, USA

I have written two Windows
based computer programs that
illustrate  through animation
how to tie knots. They are quite
simple to run, you just point and
click. The programs are entitled
‘Knots’ and ‘Fishing Knots’.
Each knot in either program has
front and back drawings of the
completed and tightened knot
plus the important animation.
The user can either run through
the animation automatically
(with roughly a one second de-
lay between drawings) or step
forward and backward at lei-
sure. Also included are a writ-
ten description of the tying

process, popular variations, if

any and proper usage. In addi-

tion, each program contains a
brief tutorial on knotting, knot-
ting terminology, a diagram of
parts of a rope and a list of
knots to know. For those of you
who teach knotting, all of the
diagrams and instructions can
be sent to your printer. Help on
the program, and it is unlikely
you will need any, is just a click
away.

Knots, which is the more gen-
eral of the two programs, covers
a total of 37 knots, bends,
hitches, fishing knots plus some
miscellaneous knots that seem
not to fall into any particular
category. Included under (true)
knots are the Overhand Knot,
Figure of 8 Knot, Reef (Square)
Knot, Constrictor Knot, Sur-
geon’s Knot, Bowline and
Double Bowline. Under bends
are the Sheet Bend, Double
Sheet Bend, Fisherman's Knot,
Sliding 8 Bend, Figure 8 Bend,
Hunter’'s Bend, Poor Man’s
Pride and Carrick Bend.
Hitches include the Half Hitch,
Clove Hitch, Anchor Bend,
Round Turn and 2 Half Hitches,
Rolling Hitch, Net Line Knot,
Lighterman’s Hitch and Timber
Hitch. For the fisherman are the
(improved) Cinch Knot, Al
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bright’s Special, Blood Knot,
Palomar Knot, Blood Dropper,
King Sling, Surgeon’s (Water)
Knot, Snell (Whip) Knot and
the versatile Uni-Knot. ‘Knots’
finishes under Miscellaneous
with the Simple Noose, Sheep-
shank, Trucker’s Knot, Taut
Line Knot and Transom Knot.

The more specialised ‘Fishing
Knots’, also contains some
valuable boating and general
knots. Categories are terminal
tackle, line to line (bends),
loops, snelling knots, boating
knots and the ubiquitous miscel-
laneous. All in all, there are 33
knots.

‘Knots” and ‘Fishing Knots’
run under Windows 3.1 or 95
and require 4 Meg of hard disk
space. - A mouse is recom-
mended but not at all necessary.
A set-up program takes care of
the installation, icons, pro-
gramme groups and all that.
You do not have to be a com-
puter guru to run either pro-
gram. My next door neigh-
bour’s son runs it and he is only
7 years old.

If you would like to order a
copy of either program, send a
cheque or money order for $15
US dollars ($25 for both) +

$3.50 for US shipping to Frank
Cooke, PO Box 2066, Sisters,
Oregon 97759 USA. Specity if
you want 3.5” or 5.25” floppy.

I would like to thank Messrs
Budworth and Grainger who
introduced me to the IGKT and
of which I am a recent member.
Mr Grainger has been particu-
larly helpful and supportive. 1
have plans to set a web site
from which these programs can
be downloaded, but that is in
the future. If anyone would like
to contact me, please write to
the above address or e-mail me
at IDFrank @aol.com.

Ed: thanks Frank for our cop-
ies, they are excellent, even
Margaret managed to master
the Bowline, something I have
not managed to teach her as yet.
The programe is simplicity itself
to install and to use. You are
right, they are very simple, al-
though your using a 7 year old
as an example is maybe not
good, as most 7 year olds man-
age computers better than their

elders.
DADLIDS
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KNOTS - v2.2 A Computer programme by Frank Cooke.

The first version of “Knots” was sent to me by Geoffrey Budworth in the
form of a_ 3.5” high-density computer disk, which he doesn't have the
machinery to use. Geoffrey asked me to look at the programme and
send my comments to the author, Frank Cooke, of Oregon, U.S.A.

I did as | was asked, and was glad that | did (not just because one
doesn’t refuse Geoffrey lightly!), because it proved to be genuinely
worthwhile. it was a very simple programme to use, which is just as
well as | am no computer expert, and | soon found my way around it.
After installing from the disk, and starting the programme, one finds
the normal kind of window, with a menu along the top of the screen, a
title in the middle and a miniature window at the bottom left corner, in
which a tiny animated Figure of Eight Knot constantly ties itself. The
top menu reads from left to right:- File, Knots, Bends, Hitches, Fishing,
Misc, Info, Help. The first and last provide what anyone familiar with
computers would expect, including a printing facility. The Info column
offers four choices, Knotting, Terminology, Parts of a Rope and Knots
to Know. - The Knotting option provides information about knots, their
history, definition, characteristics and comparisons. The Terminology
option defines terms, Parts of a Rope provides a simple diagram also
defining terms and Knots to Know provides a list of knots which the
author says everyone should know. | am sure that members will have
their own views about this list, but it rather depends what you expect to
need from your knots.

Clicking on one of the five remaining menu heads, Knots, Bends,
Hitches, Fishing and Misc, brings up a list of appropriate knots and
clicking on one item of the list produces a window containing the
details of that particular knot. About half of the window is taken up by a
panel containing an illustration of the completed knot, captioned
“FRONT”. To the right of this panel is a smaller panel containing four
captioned buttons, enabling one to bring up a description of how to tie
the knot, its uses and to choose the front or back view of it. Below this
panel of buttons is a separate button labelled “TIE” and clicking on this
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changes the illustrated panel into the first of a series of illustrated
steps, which are controlled by clicking on one of four buttons
appearing below, labelled: “RUN”, “STEP”, “BACK UP”, and “STOP”.
Using these one can run through the complete sequence, which is
rather like a jerky animation, step between frames, go back, or stop,
returning to the completed knot.

Thirty-five knots of various categories are included, with some
emphasis upon fishing uses, the remainder being entirely practical
single strand knots. No multi-strand, lanyard or decorative knots are
inciuded, nor is there any mention of splices.

This is the first computer programme of its kind that | have seen and |
am impressed with it for several reasons. First it is very well planned
and easy to use, which are important requirements for a teaching
project. The choice of knots described may be limited, but anyone who
can tie all of these has a good slice of knotting knowledge and will be
well equipped to progress into more ambitious techniques. The
“animations”, if | may call the step-by-step illustrations that, are a little
crude in exscution, but they are effective and do the required job of
showing what goes where. The technical difficulties to be faced in
making a programme like this are considerable. Keeping the memory
demands within the scope of most home PCs and still producing
animated illustrations that do the job is just one of the obstacles that
had to be overcome. The author, a new L.G.K.T. member, is to be
congratulated and 1, for one, hope that he will produce more
programmes, to include other knotting categories. This is a notable
step forward.

Frank Cooke's website, from which those with Internet access can

obtain. a demonstration of “Knots” and a screen saver is
http://members.aol.com/idfrank/knots.htmi.

Stuart Grainger 3/12/97.
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Strange but drue’
An htriguing Alliance

When docs an ‘Overhand Knot® become a Clove Hitch.
When does a ‘Clove Hitch' become  an 'Overhand Knot™.
When docs an ‘Overhand Knot and a Clove Hitch® become
a 'Figurc of Eight'

4. Amd when docs a 'Figure of Eight” become an “Overhand
Knot" and a ‘Clove Hitch'.

by~

>

k&
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i

3%}
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Answer: When they alt form a 5 bight x 3 lead with 3 part
crown cenlre figure which 1 have named a
Iive Pointed Star Knot'

The Overhamd Knot and Clove Hitch methods will double
mio two ply. The Figure Eight will only double round the outer
rim line.  Just follow- the diagrams.

Strange. 'l leave it to the mathmcticians?.

John Halifax, Endcavour Ropecralt.
Lowestoft, Suffolk, Fngland.
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A New Style Single Strand
Chain Type Braided Sennit

Made from a succession of linked pairs of
overhand simple knots as follows:

Make/form a pair of linked overhand knots as
depicted and ease them nearly tight to form what I
term as a 'Single Strand' 'Hunters Bend’ that I
described about three years ago in 'Knotting
Mattters'.

Now turn back the right hand side towards
yourself and lead the end back through the bight to
form a 'Slip Knot' and then take it over the top
round the back and out through the front of the
bight as shown. This forms a separate single 1link
between each successive pair of linked overhand
knot single strand'Hunters Bends'. Now repeat the
process. To make a pleasing new braid for 'Dog
Leads ', Knife Lanyards etc. '

The finished graphic immage does not do
justice to the actual braid. Try it and see for

yourself.

John Halifax, FEndeavour Ropecraft,
Lowestoft, Suffolk, England.
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From: Dave Walker, Chester,
England

At the last council meeting 1
suggested that a list of rope,
cord, and braid manufacturers
or suppliers of such, could be
compiled. The other members
thought it would be a good idea
and then delegated the task to
me. Therefore could all the
readers of KM send me details
of their suppliers names, ad-
dresses, telephone numbers and
terms of supply and details of
what they sell. I would forward
this information to any guild
members looking for supplies. 1
hope you could also put my
name and address on a regular
basis in KM in the designated
responsibilities section.

DAL
From: Paul Evans, Hartlepool,
UK.

I read the letters in the
POSTBAG of K.M. and I feel 1
must reply. Percy Blandford
likes the West Country whip-
ping, as the sailmakers whip-
ping, if done properly, the end
would not be able to be pulled
through. Stuart Grainger men-
tioned in another copy of K.M.,
that the Sheet Bend should be
used to join two ropes together

instead of the Reef Knot. Now
I have not been in the Guild
very long and this is in no way
meant to say some people are
right and some are wrong.
Since I have been in the Guild, 1
have had nothing but help and
assistance from various mem-
bers including Stuart and Des
Pawson and I will always give
way to experience and age. As
a Boatswain in the British Mer-
chant Navy (with 28 vyears
service behind me and still go-
ing strong), part of my job is to
help and train younger seamen
to get their qualifications in
seamanship.  The governing
body who sets the exams and
who actually examine seamen is
the Board of Trade. Their man-
ual stipulates that to join two
ropes of equal thickness you
must use a Reef Knot and to
join a rope of unequal thickness
you must use a Sheet Bend. If
anyone followed Stuart’s advice
and use a Sheet Bend instead of
a Reef Knot then they would
have failed their exam’s. With
reference to Percy’s comment
about whipping, seafarer’s are
taught three types of whipping:
1. West Country. 2. Palm and
Needle. 3. Sailmakers.
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While I have been to sea I have
never put a West Country
Whipping on anything except
for my exam. The favoured one
is the Sailmakers. If the end is
brought up in the gap, where the
two strands lie next to each
other, pulled tight and to one
side, the end you were pulling

through will jam under the

whipping. On certain ships 1
have been on, the dreaded insu-
lating tape is preferred to the
sail twine. I have just written a
list of the knots/bends/hitches
which I most use on board ship
and these are:- Reef Knot, Sheet
Bend, Bowline, Clove Hitch,
Half Hitch, Figure of Eight,
Round Turn and Two Half
Hitches, Rolling Hitch and the
Cats Paw. I have never used the
Sheep Shank in my time at sea.
With regards to splicing rope,
the most common ones I use are
the Eye Splice, Back Splice,
Cut Splice, Ravens Claw, Long
Splice. As far as wire splicing
is concerned, since I mainly
work in the North Sea, it is for-
bidden to use a “home made”
wire splice for any form of
cargo work. Strops and slings
now have to be made ashore
using a ferrule. The point of this

letter is, while people may have
favourite knots, splices and
whippings, they may have had
experiences of mishaps, some of
us have a code of practice to
follow and if by putting the
wrong knot in the right rope and
something goes wrong, and it
was discovered to be done in an
un-seamanlike manner (not by
the book) somebody has to an-
swer for it.

DAL

Did anyone see ‘Call my Bluff’
in mid April last year, when Anna
Ford was a panellist? If you did
you would have been interested
in her necklace. It appeared to be
of some sort of plastic tubing
joined at the front of the throat by ||
a Reef Knot the ends of which
had been led back, or let into the
tube sides and concealed. An in-
teresting modern version of this
knot being used, as it has been for
over two thousand years as per-
sonal adornment.

from Richard Hopkins, Bristol,
UK
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From: James Doyle, Massachu-
setts, USA.

In March, 1997 I took my 5
year old grandson on tour of the
USS Constitution. Like all 5
year olds, he’s into sailing ships
and pirates and was very inter-
ested in the tour. While on the
tour of the ship I noticed the
existing “Bell Rope” could be
replaced for her 200th birthday.

When I completed the bell
rope, I wrapped it up as you
would a birthday present and
took it onto the Constitution. I
had the paperwork in a 3 ring

binder to make my presentation
to the commanding officer Mi-
chael Beck, Comdr USN, 64th
Captain of the USS Constitu-
tion. The paperwork was a letter
to Comdr. Beck RE: Bell Rope
Gift and the specifications for
the Bell Rope.

Upon my meeting with
Comdr. Beck, I first gave him
the binder with the paperwork
on the “Bell Rope” and told him
it was a new and improved bell
rope for the USS Constitution’s
200th birthday. He stated, after
reading the paperwork, that it
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was just what he
needed. He was like a
little child at a birthday
party. He asked,
“Could we please open
that gift right now?”
Upon opening the bell
rope he said, “This is
beautiful”. Then we
went up the gangway of
the ship to see how it
would look on the bell.
At this point our pic-
tures were taken with
the bell rope.

On Thursday, 17 July
1997 “The Boston
Globe” “Ironsides
Journal” made mention
of the “Flood of Col-
lectibles for the USS
Constitution”,  includ-
ing mention of the bell
rope

SPECIFICATIONS

OF THE
BELL LANYARD

*Brass Snap Hook
*Stainless Steel hard
eye thimble covered
with 3 stands of seine
cord “Cockscombing”.
*]- 5-Lead 4-Bight
turkshead knot triple
strand.

*1-8 strand doubles
round sennit.

*1-3 Lead 4-Bight turk-
shead knot tripled.

*11/4 dia. wooden dowel
filler.

*1-6 Lead 5 Bight turk-
shead knot four strands.
*8- Lines made into 3
tripled strands of
“Coach Whipping”.
*1-6 Lead 5 Bight turk-
shead knot, 5 strands
with a “Mouse”.

*8 Lines made into 3
tripled strands of
“Coachwipping”

*1-6 Lead 5 Bight turk-
shead knot 4 strands to
cover the end of the
lanyard.

*Paint: 2-Coats of pig-
mented primer sealer
(Kilz) and 2-Coats of
#21100 “Larcolold”
white high gloss white
(California).

*Seine Cord used: #72
3 Strand seine cord
(200FT.) [T.W. Evans
Cordage Co. Inc., 55
Walnut Grove Avenue,
P.O. Box 8038, Cran-
ston, Rhode Island,
02920, USA.
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From: John Chesterfield, Comn-
wall.

Comments on a couple of
bends, of which I enclose dia-
grams, would be welcome.

I saw bend A in print some-
where, but for the life of me I
can’t remember where. I don’t
think it was in KM, although it
does appear to be similar to one
of the forms of Owen Nuttall’s
Harmonic Bend (KM55 page
54). I must be very stupid, inci-
dentally, because I can’t get the
right result for the Harmonic
Bend. My source of bend A did
not give it a name, but recom-
mended it for it’s ease of tying,
security and the good straight
lead it offers.

While playing around I inad-
vertently tucked the working
end W, as shown at B, and bend
B was the result; a little longer
than A, but possessing the same
advantages and (to me) much
more pleasing in appearance. 1
do not claim it to be “new” but 1
should be interested to know if
any Guild member have come
across it and where. I imagine
the working ends could be cut
quite short without loss of se-
curity.

I mentioned the word ‘new’,
which reminds me that opinions
on knot invention etc have been
asked for with particular refer-
ence to correspondence in KM,
without reference to specific
cases. I am sure that all three
writers of the letters in KM57
would agree that any pro-
nouncement such as ‘this knot
is new’ must always carry the
qualification ‘as far as we
know’. In any case, the satis-
faction in being credited with a
‘new’ knot is surely minor in
comparison with the pleasure of
sharing one’s work with others.
If the ‘new’ knot is decorative
so that other people can enjoy
the tying of it, that is good; if it
is functional so that they can put
it to practical use, better still.
Either way, it is no longer one’s
own. There is also the element
of chance in discovery, which
must not be overlooked. For
example, ‘my’ bend may be
‘new’ or it may not. If I am
shown that, far from being
original, it is well known to a
score of other people, I'll suffer
no pangs of disappointment. If
on the other hand, it has never
appeared in print (as far as we
know), what have I got to be
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proud of? I was trying to
memorise bend A and made a
mistake. No cleverness there -
merely lack of attention to de-
tail!

Finally, in KM57 page 53,
Karl Nilsen has given details of
his ‘Nilsen Bend” which he
thinks is original. Is it not the
same as Desmond Mandeville’s

‘Poorman’s Pride’ (i.e. Rosen-
dall Bend, Zeppelin Knot) pub-
lished in Geoffrey Budworths’
‘The Knot Book’ (page 129,
131) ? If so, it in_no way de-
tracts from Karl’s achievement
in working it out for himself,
especially as he offers a very
good quick way of tying it.

- After tucking the working end W, as shown, either A or B, the bend
is completed by pulling the standing parts S, and S, firmly in opposite

directions.
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From Robert Wolfe, Chicago,
Illinois, USA.

Since our North American
Branch had a conference in
New Bedford, Massachusetts, 1
wanted to write and send some
materials for publication in
Knotting Matters. We had the
good fortune to get some excel-
lent press coverage, including a
front page write up in the Sun-
day edition of the Boston Globe
on August 3rd, with a diagram
of how to tie Ashley’s Bend
using the ‘famous’ Wolfe ABC
‘method.

The article came about after
Greg Buck, one of the confer-
ence organisers, contacted the
writer, Dave Armold from the
Globe, and gave him the names
and numbers of the speakers,
including me. When Dave
called me in Chicago, he was
fascinated and amused by the
way in which the Guild formed,

and the kinds of things we find

interesting. So I mentioned my
ABC system and how I felt it
simplified the tying of Ashley’s
Bend, and he asked if he could
see it, so I said sure, and I faxed
it to him. He though it would be
a great interest piece to add to
the article, so he had one of his

staff artists do it up. As you can
see they made a mistake on the
first diagram, so they reprinted
a correcied version the follow-
ing Sunday. There was also
some local coverage in the New
Bedford Standard-Times.

There were a huge number of
responses to my ABC article,
including letters from Geoffrey
Budworth, Stuart Grainger,
Pieter van de Griend and Des
Pawson. I even got letters from
Brion Toss and Charles Warner,
these last two having been sent
copies of my article by friends.
From materials various people
sent me, it appears that Harry
Asher and Desmond Mandeville
are clearly the Two knotters
who have worked on exactly
this type of problem. I regret
they passed away just before 1
took up knotting. Harry Asher
in fact was attracted to inter-
locked overhand bends in ex-
actly the way 1 was, and found
the same ‘common link’, only
he approached it from two loops
interlocking, using formulae,
whereas I tried to simplify it by
starting with a standardised
overhand knot.

One thing I discovered is that
every one of the bends I worked
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with had been discovered: the
‘U-Bolt Bend’ was discovered
by Desmond Mandeville - he
called it ‘Neat and New’. The
‘Chicago Bend’ was discovered
by Harry Asher - he called it
‘Shake Hands’. Lester
Copestake took strong excep-
tion to my declaring that the
Alpine Butterfly Bend wasn’t a

good bend. It’s Lesters favourite

bend, and Brion Toss apparently
was the first one to put it in
print - he called it the °Strait
Bend’.

I do, however, think I discov:
ered a new loop, though for all 1
know it may be recorded some-
where. I've included a diagram
of it - I call it the ‘Pyramid
Loop’, and the bend form I call
the ‘Pyramid bend’, because if
you tie it in stiff nylon webbing,
it forms a perfect 4-sided
pyramid. Please try it out and
see what you think.

I am going to try to complete
a super-abbreviated form of my
ABC paper that might be ap-
propriate for Knotting Matters. I
realise now that the original
form was way too long. I will
probably also try to trace out the
diagrams and scan them as
black/white bitmaps, this should

allow them to be saved on one
disk so that I can mail it to you.
If Rob Schatein ever finishes his
doctoral thesis, he will make a
simplified PC version of his
KnotPlot program and make it
free to all IGKT members. I
tried out the prototype in New
Bedford, and I can unequivo-
cally say that it will make knot
diagrams much easier to do.

‘ PYRAMID LOOP? I

by Robert Wolfe
Here is a new loop knot I ha-
ven't seen before. In these dia-
grams, ‘up’ means towards the
observer’s eye, and ‘down’
means into the page, away from
the observer’s eye.

1) Start by making an overhand
knot, and bringing the free end
around passing it up the B
(standing) space. Then pass the
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free end around and up the C
(running) space as in the arrow.

2 This is the Pyramid Loop af-
- ter tightening. The knot part
looks like Ashley’'s Bend in
front, and a Perfection Loop in
the back.

l.

>/

3 Now for a bit of reshaping:
pull the loop part at the knot as
shown by the arrows, so that the
knot slips a little, then tighten
all the ends

Front of knot

4 We now have a decorative
loop, similar to the Chinese
Crown Loop described by Ash-
ley (#1066), only this is a dif-
ferent knot, that ties to a much
snugger final knot. 1 have not
been able to find this manner of
tying described anywhere in
Ashley (though it may be there).
The front of the knot is shown
above, and the back is shown
below.

Back of knot
I would be interested to know
if anyone has ever seen this
knot described.
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IGKT AUTUMN MEETING
LIVERPOOL MARITIME
MUSEUM

by Jonathan Farrar
Being a member of the North

West Branch of the Guild, Dave
Walker asked me to write an
account of the A